6     LETTERS TO THE NEW ISLAND

These years in London, 1887-1892, be-
long to a distinct period of Yeats's life;
they lap but little over the years 1887-
189)1, the distinctness of which Yeats rec-
ognized when he wrote of them thirty
years later under the title Four Tears.
They are the curious, receptive, forma-
tive years of a young man of genius in
his eager twenties, when he is reading
the books, making the friendships, feeling
about for the ideas that belong to him,
which are later to affect his life. These
are the years of Yeats's apprentice work;
of the early poems which appeared in the
anthologies, Poems and Ballads of Toung
Ireland and "The Book of the Rhymers'
Club\ of the volumes of Irish folk and
fairy tales and Carleton's stories, which
Yeats edited for London publishers; of
his first play, The Countess Cathleen\ of
The Wanderings of Oisin, his first volume
of poems to make a stir among those who
cared for poetry.

In these youthful years in London the
thin, spectacled, black-coated poet was
entering earnestly the life of pen, ink, and
paper. Against the advice of his father,